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NEW YORK: 


PROCEEDINGS. 


New York, 15th June, 1857. 


Ar a preliminary meeting held in pursuance of a call of 
Doric Lodge, No. 280, inviting sister Lodges to participate, 
alarge number of brethren assembled at the hall of that 
Lodge. 
The R. W. Bro. Joun W. Smons, on taking the chair, 
stated the object of the meeting to be, for the purpose of 
considering the action of the majority, at the late Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge, to correct the evi- 
dently erroneous ideas that prevailed with the brethren 
from the rural districts, and, if possible, to devise some plan, 
ayoiding the constitutional difficulties presented in June 
last, whereby the whole Fraternity of the state could be 
brought into one fold, and peace be the rule, instead of the 
exception among us. 
Several other brethren having expressed sentiments of a 
like nature, it was on motion unanimously 
Resolved, That a committee of nine Representatives, now 
present, be appointed to make arrangements for a general 
meeting of all the Lodges in the city and vicinity, by dele- 
gates, on the second Monday in July, and that the committee 
have power to hire a suitable room for the purpose, and 
issue a call, inviting all Lodges in the city to participate. 

‘The following brethren having been nominated and con- 
firmed were appointed such committee: 


» . WM. GURNEY, JOS, D. STEWART, 
__ GEO. W. RAY, JOHN W. SIMONS, 


L. JACOBS, “ROBT. BEATTY, Jx. 


4 
New Yorks, July 18th, 1857. 


representing fift Lodges . 
A large number of brethren, representing fit 2 ternity 
located in the city of New York and vicinity, assembled at aa 


the mos 


Odd Fellows’ Hall, in obedience to the following call: that he 


Nuw York, 18th June, 1857. before 
To the W. M., Wardens and Brethren of Lodge, No. rence, 4 


'. » G 
Brernrex :—At a meeting of the Representatives of a large number (the G, 


of Lodges, held the 15th inst., at the Hall of Dor: Lodge, 280, on convent 
the invitation of that Lodge, to take into consideration the ondition of his Nev 
Masonry in this jurisdiction, the following, among other proceedings, wag delibera 


unanimously adopted : 

“ Resolved, That a committee of nine Repre: 
appointed to make arrangements for a gen 
in the city and vicinity, by delegates, on the second Monday in July, and 
that the committee have power to hire a suitable room for the purpose, 
and issue a call, inviting all Lodges in the city to participate.” 

t of this convention is to take counsel together on the un- Si 
happy state of affairs now existing, and to devise some honorable solution 
of our difficulties, Onn 

The Convention will be held in the Grand Lodge room, at Odd Fellows’ unanim 

Hall, July 13, at Tg o'clock, p.a., and Lodges are requested to be repre- 


ntatives, now present, be The ( 
eting of all the Lodges followir 


mi 


rel 


sented by their first three officers and their Past Masters, is he 
Fraternally, eal 
WM. GURNEY, pli 
JOS. D. STEW ART, 
GEO. W. RAY, Alte 
JNO. W. SIMONS, sents 
L. SACOBS, 
ROBERT BEATTY, Rae 
JNO. A. FAYE, ee 
H. R. JACKSON, subject 
H. J. SNYDER, with t 
Committee. body, | 
_The Convention was called to order by the R. W. Ino, tively, 
W. Sons, who nominated the W, Ww. Gurnuy as Chair. sive li 
many, Br. Rost. Brarry, Jr., was appointed Secretary, pro result, 
em. 
* b ? ; F thers a 
On motion, the Chair appointed Bros. S. B, Toney, H. brothe 
Ww. Turner and Gro. Youna a Committee on Permanent Whe 
Organization. city of 
During the absence of the committee Bro, Snons ad- matter 
dressed the Convention, Stating its object, and referring to ments 
the frantic efforts made by a disreputable clique to distort state, 


the facts of our position and poison the minds of the Fra- interm 


5 


ternity abroad, b: 
the most unblu 
that he had lai 


) rt to the vilest personalities and 
hing falsehoods, He informed the brethren 


The Committee on Permanent Organization reported the 
following as permanent officers of the Convention: 
_ President, W. Wu. Gurney. 
Vice-President, W. Ino. J. TINDALE. 
, Rost. Brarry, Jr. and W. Cuas. F. Newton. 
On motion, the report was 
unanimously confirmed. 


Secretaries, 
received and the nominations 


A communication from Independent Lodge, No. 185, ap- 
Lhe the objects of Convention, was received and ordered 
on file. 


The W. Roserr D. Homes, of Mystic Tie Lodge, pre- 
sented the following preamble and resolutions: 


Whereas, At the late Annual Communication of the M. 
W.. Grand Lodge, to which we owe allegiance, the princi; 
subject for discussion and decision, was the proposed union 
with the brethren who were separated from the lawful 
body, by the acts of 1848-9, resulting in the disfranchise- 
ment of Past Masters, both retrospectively and prospec- 
tively, which separation still continues, involving an expen- 
sive litigation, without the most distant approach to any 
result, satisfactory or otherwise, dividing friends and bro- 
thers and making feud and enmity where peace, order and 
brotherly love should reign, and ee 

Whereas, It is keenly felt by the brethren residing in the 
city of New York and vicinity, that their interests in this 
matter were entirely ignored, and their wishes and senti- 
ments purposely distorted by interested Bardia out of the 
state, who can only be regarded in the hel + of quarrelsome 
intermeddlers, so that our brethren in other portions of the 
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terests ought to be identical with our ow 


state, aos? nal Communication with fixed instruction; 


came to the An 


ion, by determi 

i ¢ to a foregone conclusion, by Tmined) temple, and 
to Bie not only the basis of union, as reported md be Bi aed f 
ihe committee, but every attempt at a compromise, emany euamedivg 
ting from the city brethren; thus apparently drawing line tion to creat 
of demarkation and dividing the jurisdiction Into two sepa- the full autk 
rate and well defined parties, one in favor of peace ang over us, but 
harmony and the other opposed to it; and bring back ¢ 
Whereas, Viewing these proceedings as unfraternal and rate an era 


subversive of the pure teachings of our ritual, a tical, and th 


Ss calculated, 


i i i eel 4, Resolw 
if persisted in, to lead to a final rupture and division 9 +3 
state into hostile camps, which prospect must be Tait ee 


every good Mason, every sincere wisher for th 
of society in general, and the Order we repr. 
ticular, we have felt called upon, in pursuance of our desi: Constitutio 
to accomplish a peace that shall draw the vail of oblivion Who Were 


over all past offences; unite the now severed i had till th 
the Masonic family with the lawful Grand lose 


e melioration erty of the 
esent in par- that the Gi 


ence to a 
inseparable Fraternity, and remove the soot oe paige eer 
on the good name of New York Masonry, and in panes Srneie 
of our right to meet together and peaceably discuss our in- pay 
ternal affairs, we have this day assembled in convention, to Vork’ wa 
ive expression to our sentiments, and to appeal to our ba th 
brethren in every part of the state, to unite with us, in a 5 ‘Res 
peaceful effort for peace and harmony; the closer drawi Masters | 
of the bonds that unite us to the Fraternity throughout the that it wi 

world, and the final removal of all causes of discord, strife diction, t 
| and dissonance; therefore 4 the indis 
| 1. Resolved, That we are now as we were before and prceeDe 
during the communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge, in peas 
} favor of peace and union on honorable and conciliatory ic 

terms, and that we will spare no lawful efforts to bring oy aa 
present difficulties, that shall be authorit 

tory to both parties. our war 

st cordially and fraternally in- 6. Re 

thren throughout the state, whatever may have Past Ma 

past feelings on this subject; with whatever tion, ani 

5 may have been led by the enemies bingers 

midst, to regard their New York pha 

gs and prejudices and ee 


—— 


nful to 
oration 
im par- 
it desire 
oblivion 
tions of 


as one 
resting 
Suance 
our in- 
tion, to 
to our 
as, ina 
rawing 
ut the 

strife 


e and 
ge, in 
iatory 
bring 
all be 


ly in- 
have 
tever 
mies 
fork 
and 
the 
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ne spe ea REET endeavor to reunite 

8, Resolved, The nefold, under one shepherd. 
sctavyrne sain ss titieteniasar tears 
the full authority of the Grand i at pay aan 
ovanvueAbit.on the to aren’ : sodge, having jurisdiction 
bring back our Reta al ingly Sake 
stk a pathy maa wae now divic ed from us and inaugu- 
Gaclhansl sa : ‘ ern y when all interests ¢ 1 be iden- 

al,and tho distinetions of residence be forever put away. 

t. Resolved, That for the purpose of bringing about & 
union, closing the litigation that is ever be inning and 
never ending, and once more placing the funds and prop- 
erty of the Grand Lodge in its custody, it is only required 
that the Grand Lodge should so amend section 90 of our 
Constitution, as to unconditionally restore Past Masters 
who were such in 1849, to the r and privileges they 
had till then enjoyed, and refer all minor subjects of differ- 
ence to a committes for adjustment; and we therefore 
recommend to the brethren throughout the state, the adop- 
tion of a resolution in their respect lodges, expressive 
of their willingness to make this concession to the spirit of 
ie in the full belief that upon its final ratification New 

Fork will again be a unit, and resume her former status 
among the Grand Lodges of the world. 

5, Resolved, That in asking for the restoration of Past 
Masters to 1849, we do so beeause we feel the assurance 
that it will be the means of restoring harmony to the juris- 
diction, but at the same time we are as much opposed to 
the indiscriminate restoration of Past Masters up to the 
present or any future time, as any other portion of our 
brethren can be; we believe that, our present system of 
Grand Lodge representation fair and equitable as any 
that can be devised, and we will sustain it to the best of 
our ability, as we will also maintain the integrity and 
authority of the M. W. Grand Lodge under which we hold | 
our warrants. 4 . 

6. Resolved, That we consider the partial restoration of 
Past Masters, as adopted at the late Annual Communica- 
tion, and the rescinding of the resolution of 1852, as har- 
bingers of a better time coming, and most earnestly beseech 
our brethren not to pause in the good work till its full and 


perfect fruition is accomplished. 
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F P ni: be appoint 4 
ve at a committee of nine - e. 
done ion, to prepare an address to our brethren 
ih wghout_the ‘state, setting forth our views at lengt 
il throughou 


id requesting their co-operation in this effort for peace 
ese 


.o. Hotmps supported the resolutions by an elo, ten; 
ang forcible address, and on motion the ed ga 


: Y were adopted a, 
the sense of the Convention. § 
AY Beseaay DUN Of Sait Lodge, presented the 
following Plan of Union: 
PROPOSITIONS 


For the settlement of difficulties now 


ge of the Sta 


now known as the M. W. Lod, f at 
New York, (under the old Constitutio iiss 6 ae 


proposition, and leave the hegative to t 


who are fond of disorder and other e 
stractions. 


In order to arrive at a clear understanding of the matter, 
it is only necessary to inquire, who compose the “ Masonic 
family ?” Why, simply those who haye been regularly made 
Masons? “Once a Mason, always a Mason,” is an indis- 
putable axiom, and no argument is needed to prove, that 
though a brother may be deprived, for cause, (temporarily 


or permanently,) of the exercise of his Mason: 


¢ ic rights or 
privileges, yet he is, nevertheless, still a Mason, because the 
primary covenant which hag been mutually sealed cannot 


be annulled; t 
ments, nor car 
municated, wh 

Now, we ha 
ren who left tt 
Masons, and | 
We need go n 
the printed p1 
where, at pag 
language: 

« Resolved, 
the purpose o! 
proper plan 
exist among 
ticable; e r 

age 178: 

5 © Resolved, 
arrangement 
leave to repc 
Grand office 
with power 
posed to acc 

The inten 
rate elemen 
tion of the 
to a subsec 
tives of lo 

Hall; how 

selves, we 1 

the report 

and the un 
All part 

deem it o 

make anot 

hension tt 

ment to 1 

Masters of 

time, of vi 

compromi: 

culties, an 
imously | 
undoubtet 


appointed p 


our bret } 
3 at len 9 
for » ‘ 5 
peace, be penuleas the individual cannot infringe its require- 
an eloquent ae on the society recall the knowledge thus com- 
ed, which knowledge, in reality, makes the Mason. 


> adopt 
pted as Now, we have legal masonic knowledge, that the breth- 
Ten pa ne jurisdiction, in 1849, were regularly made 
‘esented . sons, and hence are a portion of the Masonic family. 
the We need go no further in pursuit of such information than 
the printed proceedings of our own Grand Lodge in 1856, 
where, at page 152, we find the following unmistakable 


language: 
etween the “Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, for 
ork, and the purpose of preparing and presenting some suitable and 
urisdiction proper plan for a settlement of any difficulties that may 
1849 % exist among the Masons in this state, if the same be prac- 
h 7, an ticable; to report at their earliest convenience;” and at 
e State of page 178: : 


® Resolved, That a Committee, to prepare a plan for the 

arrangement of any difficulties amongst the Fraternity, have 

leave to report, after the close of this Grand Lodge, to the 

mony, that Grand officers; and the Grand officers are hereby clothed 
an stint : with power to carry into effect any proper measures pro- 

18 posed to accomplish the object in view.” 

le masonic The intention of the Grand Lodge to reunite the sepa- 
Tt is con- rate elements of the jurisdiction, as indicated by the adop- 
and hence tion of the above resolutions, is perfectly clear, but, owing 
to a subsequent misunderstanding among the representa- 
rk and vi- tives of lodges located more than ten miles from the City 
ilties, and Hall; how brought about, though sufficiently plain to our- 
selves, we refrain from making the means of further trouble; 


the above y ; 

y of those the report of the Committee was declared unsatisfactory 
icious ab- and the union indefinitely adjourned. , 

‘All parties now haying had time for cool reflection, we 

deem it our duty, in the spirit of fraternal kindness, to 

pda make another attempt at reconciliation. To our compre 

Mesonle hension the real difficulty lies jn the effect of the amend- 

‘ly made ment to the Constitution of 1848-9, depriving all Past 

n indis- Masters of the right exercised by them previous to that 


i f voting in Grand Lodge when present. A fraternal 
peek 5 fi carry with it all minor diffi- 


ve, that ‘ Grand 
porarily compromise on this point wi y with it 
culties, and restore harmony to the jurisdiction. We unan- 


that although the Grand Lodge has an 


ghts or ly beli 
‘ ve, i 
imously beho f its membership, 


me undoubted right to fix the qualifications 0 
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ospective laws, ana not by the abyo, 
a ights; a he comprom} 
jon of already acquired rights; and promige 
gatio: a ved 


th “eB tion of the Past Ma 
4 5, ional restora Sterg 
propose, is bases Ub Bist, day of December, 1849, f° 
who were 8 


yhich ose we submi lowing 
which purpose we submit the follo 
y s 


it should do so by pr 


PROPOSITIONS. 


the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, int 
tra: ce provided, by striking out section 90, Re 
inserting, in its place, the following, viz: 

§ 90. This Grand Lodge shall be composed of all the 
Grand officers, and of all such Past Grand Masters, Past 
Deputy Grand Masters, Past Grand Wardens, Pasi Grand 
Secretaries, and Past Grand T reasurers, as shall have been 
duly elected and installed, and have Served one year in 
their respective offices; of the Masters and Wardens, or 
representatives legally appointed, of al] the lodges under 
this jurisdiction; and of all such Past Masters of lodges 
under this jurisdiction as shall have been elected, installed 

and served one year in the chair, as Master, prior to Decem. 


expulsions, arising out of the transactions known ag the 
“DIFFICULTIES OF 1849,” shall ‘be rescinded; and all such 


leges of Masonry; provided, that such persons shal] upon 


3. All minor subjects of difference, as the lawsuit, finances, 
Properties, &., shall be referred to a committee of ten, 
consisting of five from each party, for final and amicable 


The aboye, together with Br 


; 0. HouMns’ resolutions were, 
on motion, referred to a, speci: 


al committee of five, 

ted Bros, Turner, Suroxs, Tayton, 
such Committee, who, after delibera- 

owing report: 


The Sj 
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commenc 
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the enti 
ment of 

Whicl 
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lowing « 
J 
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of the 


An. 
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The 
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ut time. 
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as the 
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|, upon 
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were, 
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pera- 
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The Special Committee, to whom was referre a1 
offered by W. Bros. Hotmes and TuRNER, eked eg 
commend that they be referred to a committee of nine, 
whose duty it shall be to prepare and report to this Con- 
vention, at its next session, an addyess to the brethren of 
the entire state, embodying a plan or basis for the adjust 
ment of the difficulties now existing. 

Which was received, and the recommendation adopted. 


The Chair appointed, in accordance therewith, the fol- 
lowing committee on address: 


Joun W. Siwons, H. W. Turn 
Lutuer B, Pert, A. J.H. Du ay 
Jas. B. TayLor, tKO. C. WEBS 
Guo. W. Ray, Wu. Lyons, 


Joun J. TINDALE. 


On motion, the Convention adjourned, subject to the call 
of the officers. 
New York, September 25, 1857. 

‘An adjourned meeting of the Peace Convention was held 
in Odd Fellows’ Hall, W. Wa. Gurney, presiding and a num- 
ber of Delegates from Lodges. 

The W. Jas. B. Taytor, from the committee of nine, 


presented the following 
REPORT. 


To the Officers and Members of the 
Masonic Peace Convention: 
The undersigned Committee, to whom was referred the 
duty of preparing an address to the Fraternity of this 
State, on the subject of Peace, respectfully present the fol- 
lowing as the result of their labors. 
JOHN W. SIMONS, 
HENRY W- TURNER, 
JOS. B. TAYLOR, 
WM. LYONS, 
GEO. YOUNG, 
LUTHER B. PHRT, 
A. J. He DUGANNE, 
GEO. C. WEBSTER, 
JNO. J. TINDALE, 
Committee. 


New York, Sept- 25, 1857. 
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ADDRESS. 


. W. Grand Master and the 
Ree oe ene and Brethren of the 
several Lodges of the State of New York . 


Breroren:—In addressing you upon the subj 
estrangement which exists among the Masonic tack the 
within the jurisdiction of New York, it is proper therlty 
should fully and frankly state the reasons w ich j at we 
us to this eka : ; or Unpelleq 
We are moved by motives, which we 

will be deemed honorable and conciliatory, arent trust, 
to effect, among those in whose bosoms brother] 1ealcalated 
ever prevail, a feeling of reciprocal forbear Y ove should 
indulgence toward each other, so that all ance and king 
ference, which, by their operation, haye EILERS of dif 
estrangement which does now exist, and Tesulted in the 


sally deplored by all, may be removed f, Which is univer. 
peace and harmony be permanently En or rene 
us; 


so that the principles of our Order 

Sine among the Fraternity. Tmaybe:more effectually 
e reasons which have moved us t¢ “ 

about a reconciliation, are many, and re eet 


incontrovertible; i : 
eicoe one sophistry and falsehood cannot divert or 


Foremost among these, we may 


Jeopardized, should a union be consummated. 
alse statements were circulated at remote points 
tar away from the city of New York, 
mt upon the existing estrangement 
which we trust would become 
ute acquaintance be effec 
Lodge residing in the 


different sec 
resident out 
By a more i 
free interch 
that a more 
sistible in it 
under which 
By a care 
ings, felt an 
effectually t 
a more intin 
and sentim: 
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which have 
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ments, and 
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our future 
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darkly,” b 
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dependent 
fully dist 
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terms. 
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different secti 

NEY Kes ie ir state, most particularly with those 
Berk wees anes Me y and those resident within its lim 
rth Renee are app and a more frequent and 
ibe ie ae at 8, we are constrained to believe 
Erp ee te action would result, and an effort, irre 
ae ate ss ree, would be put forth to remove the evils 

ve are now compelled to suffer and endure. 


ork : 


biect of 

“a f th 
Fraternie® 

er that ahs 


ch impel 
pelleg By a careful examinati 
. BY & C8 examination of the various views and feel- 
ently trust, ‘eine felt and entertained, we shall, as we confidently ae 
calculated : ectually break down the prejudices capendered; cud Uy 
ove should a more intimate acquaintance, remove those mistaken views 
¢ and kind and sentiments which lie in the way of our becoming o 
k , ar’ : a Se . 
pais nd united, harmonious and happy Fraternity, bound together 
bet of dift in the legitimate bonds of Masonic love, truth and justice 
x in the W @ propose to effect these ends by removing those errors 
1S univer. which have beset the minds of the brethren in regard to 
and union. the relative positions of the parties, as to locations, by a 
among uae fair, open and manly expression of our views and senti- 
effectually ments, and a free communication with our brethren through- 
out the entire jurisdiction, and thus impart such a know- 
t to brir ledge of the great Masonic mind as will enable us to conduct 
tial n, our future efforts in a manner that when the M. W. Grand 
ae and Lodge again assembles, and we are once more brought face 
lvert or to face, we may not see each other “as through a glass, 
darkly,” but rather as brethren united in the bonds of a 


ting institution, and strong with a noble 


ng desire great and cleve 

ace once emulation as to “who can best agree.” 

the belief In order that we may arrive at so desirable a consum- 

ocates of mation, there must be preliminary explanation; the sus- 

nin Jun picions engendered among our brethren, who only see us 

. we S once a year, and who, during the interval, are see 

6 ee dependent for their knowledge of each other on the wil- 

then pre- fully distorted statements of those who are interested in 

d by the deceiving them by their misrepresentations, must be re- 

Masonic moved, and this can best be accomplished bya direct com 

mmated. munion among ourselves without the intervention of any 

e points arties, especially those who have labored so diligently in 

y York, misrepresenting the acts and motives of those brethren who 

: t are so unfortunate as to reside in the city of New York, 

.. a and who believe that Masonry and PHace are synonymous 
eC! 

effected Magara 


- in the 
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i i y per’ ds to serve 
isclaim having 20 personal en "Ve, OF ay 
nt SF oye we have no ulterior or en 


sectional ambition to gratify; 
cealed motives which impel us—on the contrary, we gog 


@ justice to the cause of Masonic progress, nO mat; 
bes pack individuals fall by its establishment; we humbe 
desire to promote the best interests of the whole Fraternj’ 
in our state, whose interests are everywhere identica] 
whose aims should ever be the same. ; 
We fraternally submit, that, for such a purpose, you ¢ 
of right ought to, add your efforts to ours, with 7 me 
certainty that your and our reward will be more glorj te 
than a thousand forensic victories; more substantia] re 
the se renee a : thousand times the sums at issue jn th 
leeal contest, of which, though parties litig: u 
faunal ignorant. er sank we ani 
e believe that the difficulties of 1849 ; 
much too long for our good name among the ee es. 
country and the world, and that we are called wu cat OF ont 
every tie that binds us together, to make an eae by 
united effort-—for their final and entire removal ‘i 
may no longer be a by-word and a reproach am at 
Fraternity of whom New York alone presents th hae the 
ting spectacle of a divided and litigious housel 1d. wa 
We desire, utterly to break up and destro th ia 
local, partisan or sectional spirit amo PO een 
this state, and, if possible; to establish aie ak noting a 
where strife and dissension and all sea ie Sa 
put away, and when all efforts shall be, not fren 
macy of this or erie ldisliine e, not for the supre- 
Sarton Y, but for a closer and more fra 
bist » for the more perfect ki pe 
signs drawn on the stoutthestl working out of the 
our supreme Grand Maste: W Sisrd of the- Orda 
allow no suitable pes rane! e feel it to be our duty to 
furtherance of thi 19 ty to pass unimproved for the 
us generous idea, wheref ha’ 
, arto seek-wi 1 fore we have 
wisdom from many counselors, 
uur brethren Hap ee 
* peer iodss of our aims, 
cons onal means to endeavor 
asis of a plan, that may re-unile 
yus and our successors the 


and 


€ most casual observer: 
ation of the Grand Lodge 


in June last, tha 
out of the city « 
that the city rey 
the question of » 
that any such u 
apparent, before 
minds were disa 
would have vote 
of the Constitv 
number; it is a 
against a union, 
moved. These, 
cannot check t! 
the light of tru 
these classes e 
think not, the 
require to see 1 
Nothing can 
be more effect 
the jurisdictior 
the entertainis 
and views of 1 
diate vicinity. 
The error ( 
in the fact, th: 
ing to know tl 
it by intercou 
astray by par! 
It appears | 
divide and d 
disposed of, a 
representativ: 
session—the 
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look in vain 
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yen, that. if, 
preconceived 
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ve, or ay 5 
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» We sog in June last, that the re i 

i , presentatives of the lodges located 
a Mattey out of the city of New York were impressed with an idea 
tum] that the city representatives were banded together to carry 
raternit the question of union at all hazards; yet, it was not true 


that any such understanding existed, and we think it was 
apparent, before the Grand Lodge adjourned, that many 
minds were disabused of the error. ‘That many individuals 


dentica)’, 
; 


YOu can, 1 : . 
with the would haye voted for union at any price—even the sacrifice 
glorious of the Constitution itsel{—is probable, though but few in 
lal tha number; it is also probable that some would haye voted 
ie 1h rr n against a union, had all constitutional objections been re- 
aie Le moved. These, also, were few; and the influence of such 
are pro- cannot check the tide which sets stronger and stronger as 

the light of truth ascends to its meridian. Can either of 


these classes exert a controlling influence? We humbly 
think not, the masses are reasonable and just, and only 
require to see the truth to follow it. 


| Cxisted 
is Of our 


now 
ont Nothing can be farther from the truth, and nothing can 
that w. be more effectually calculated to break up the harmony of 
ong th y the jurisdiction, or put enmity between the brethren, than 
| Shs the entertaining sentiments so derogatory to the character 
tumilia- and views of the brethren living in the city and its imme- 
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i i for its obj 
had this most desirable end ect 
~ or shall we rather allow the facts 4 
Shall we answer, OF eras the latter alternative, anq me 


gomWie 1 1 
Sr ein. othe examination of the acts of the majority, 


i ringi ta feeling of f 

iI] show that, instead of bringing abou of greater 
he in the Fraternity, the result has been to increas, 
| acrimonious feelings, bitter resentments, and a more es 
tended belief that our troubles must, sooner or later, end in 


8 of settlement that will meet 
lly desirous of attaining that 


state is an open page 
one can do so without 
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trouble among the oratt in this jurisdicti 
arergrowing jealousy * hire! Jurisdiction, has been the 
iho difference of opinion 3 i ‘ity, or to speak more plainly 
inary than real, betwoon the fh terest, which is more imag- 
Tho division of 1823 ats : nN aby at aeons ~ 
gontiment, ‘Tho lodges domi a brought about by this 
engaged for yours in tho otteaint i Of the ‘olty wets 
gain not only an equality of pt, by various devices, to 
thay 6 N quality of pow er, but the power itself ; 
- OC . ) 
Se ee eee 
; y of Now York; that its salarie . 
wore all hore; that their delegates, not Heresies sold 
was no equality of representation ; for while the cit 
brethren, having tho Grand Lodge always with them wane 
bo presont at all Communications, annual and quarterly 
they could only attond at tho price of additional burdens io 
those they already paid in the shape of tribute to the general 
fund. | Vo remedy this complaint, the system of mileage and 
per diem foos was introduced, and established at the June 
meoting in 1821, his was followed by oxtended privileges 
to proxies, by proposed amendments to the Constitution, 
among which was ono depriving Past Masters (except one 
from cach lodge) of their votes, and finally by an open 
rupture and division of the Grand Lodge into two separate 
and distinet jurisdictions. 

Matters continued in this position until 1827, when a re- 
union took place, but no sooner had the lowering clouds, 
conjured up by designing men for tho basest paren ends, 
bogan to give place to tho returning empire o sound public 
opinion, than the old leaven which had been stilled by the 
overshadowing events of the momorable persecution to 
which the Order had beer subjected, agate hogan to work, 
and the same jealousios, as of old, to make thomselves mani- 


fost among the brethren. Me. 
Tt would oxtend this address to an inordinate length, 
should we attempt to follow up the history of all the move: 
ments from this gourod, and we pass on to their culmination 


_ : ea that, as in 1828, the complaint was, 
tho city were unable to obtain 
ion, and the remedy proposed, as 
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them, as nothing could be clearer, than the right of the 

tg Constitution whes 


Grand Lodge to alter or amend i 
deemed necessary, for the benefit or interest of the craft 
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e, he had fulfilled his par wrod 
purchased the right to vote oT dOLaRT often he had 
ir it an equivalent that could never be Pesce. ee ra 
Grand Lodge, in depriving him of his lk whully te 
right, was in reality repudiating an tt es 
i made legally, and without condition or 
Herein, it appears to us, was the fatal error of 1849 
Wo are as ready as any to concede the fact that the increase 
of Past Masters was a great, an unmitigated evil; a moral 
wrong—for, by this time, the legislation of the Grand 
Lodge must have been entirely committed to their over- 
whelming majority, had no steps been taken to arrest the 
evil. But, with respectful deference, we submit, that the 
majority, in 1849, went too far; in cutting off the diseased 
limb, they, at the same time, inflicted a mortal wound on 


that great standard of Masonic conduet, JUSTICE. 
which would have 


Instead of a purely prospective law, 
yn of time, they, as 


reduced the difficulty to @ simple quosti¢ 
diated their own obligations, and enacted 


the most repulsive 0 ¢— particularly in this country, 
whose institutions forbid it—a retrospective one, 
‘Allow us to illustrate. Some years ago the Congress of 
the United States passed ‘a General Bankrupt 

Law, under the provisions of which, t 
discharge his liabilities by 2 summary process, and begin 
the world anew. The act in question was subsequently 
i i pealing the act, 


repealed. Will any on 2 
‘ime repew! 
hs i ith the liabilities he ha 


ddle a man Ww! 


think not ; yet, W a have Sommitto 
pao in oF oat from that of the Past Master amendment 


of 1849. ie 
i matter connected with 
ele ance lost sight of, and that is the p 


this transaction, 
oper in- 
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sondatory Clause of the Go. oyf on yote of 


‘on of bho al t Jon 
rotation OF » purpose of moat Clearly ¢ at end 
fore or oxtracl# are made frory ‘fi bit fil pe ae cay 
0. Pentt {aha “AG i Wi estes 
Ee of the Constitution published by uthorit art, wa, ane eri gen 
od! " aely he tq the 

Grand Leet of the Constitution of 1845 jn OLE ovis 
7 In the sn adopted in June, 1845, and printed 18, the AP stitution | 
Cont er “there are to be found several Bach ned; te Gor | regal: 
ately among which are the following, which Wore woo all eave peen 
tod in subsequent editions; why, or by what authority biel are n¢ 
not now ascertainable. rig : evoked and | 


«Aprone CVL—Futurn AMENDMENTS AND Npw py, 
AntioLe ¢ Eos. Nuw Reavy, 
“Noamendment to this Constitution shall be made op } 
any effect, until the same shall have had the aflirmatiye lay 
of the Grand Lodge at two successive June Contant 
tions, unless, in addition to the affirmative yotg Lae 
trand Lodge, at one June Communication, it shall Mec 
received the aflirmative vote of a majority of the | i 
within this jurisdiction.” odges 
“Tf such proposed amendment shall receive the aff 
tive vote of the Grand Lodge, at one June Communication 
the same shall then be appended to the publish od ion, 
ceedings, at the end, under A I hed pro- 


vote at an ann 
ceeding and p' 
the affirmativé 


le end, w 1¢ caption, ‘ Proposed Amend- icti 
pd to the Constitution,’ and sent to aati todas: with  ipcaren é 
le jurisdiction, in order that the lodges may, if they think Constitution 


roper, j a ir 7 v 1 
proper, instruct their representatives thereon; and the 


i : d the 
action of the Grand Lodge, in relation thereto, shall ‘also pater 


tend that the 


* D The Gon nate place in the proceedings.” not passed in 
ing, adopt new Ge rat may, by vote, at any Juno meet Hon, wien’ 
this Constitution, to 1. Regulations, not. inconsistent with tign, until 2 

‘on, to have eflect for such timo as may be provisions 0 
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their adoption: ade exceeding one year from the time of 
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. euch pro sed new regulations shall i 
soe vote of the Grand Lodge, at one sue, Boe 
all appended to the published proceedings, at the 
is he caption, ‘P v pe 
ander t Pp roposed New Regulations,’ and 
Sihat form sent to each lodge within the jurisdiction.” 
|, apricLE CVII.— REPEALING Cravse.—Th it- 
Constitution of this Grand Lodge is inet 
ga eet lations and resolutions, operating as such, 
a gnave been heretofore adopted by this Grand Lodge, 
which are not embraced in this Constitution, are here- 


ch was submitted to the 
ion 125 provides that amendments 
may be made either by two successive June votes, or by one 
yoie at an annual meeting. and during the year next suc 
ceeding and previous to the next Jw ion, b 
the affirmative vote of a majority of the lodges in the jaris- 
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pe! so to amend; and, this hej 
stitution Boy prot claim that the wrong commitins 
case, can iH on the side of the recusant brethren ? 

was ren, some allowance to be made for the frailties of 

Ough ature—for the feelings of men who stood by help. 
human aie a constitutional right wrested from them }; 
less, ani nstitutional enactment? An unprejudiced ming 
an EATER to an affirmative answer; and our brethren 
must ine Hee the consideration of this question, should 
in nace. forget the prejudices of the Past; to bury jn 
eikane the rude scenes of 1849, and the personal animos. 
obliy: owing out of them. No good, no Masonic end cap 
am ike by any further reference to them, 

be ay eet attempt to apologize for the Occurrences of 

1849. We have no sympathy with acts of physica} Violence, 

for we cannot understand that they are ever necessary to 
the establishment of correct principles, 

The tenets and inculeations of Masonry cannot be, in 
the least degree, sustained by them; the purity of their 
character we believe to be beyond the reach of any such 
a sphere; but we should not too hastily condemn the actors 
in those scenes, at least, not before we calmly and dispas- 
sionately examine the views and opinions which prompted 
their action, 

If it be found that the views entertained by them in re- 
gard to the measures contemplated, and their interpretation 
of the Constitution were justifiable ; then it appears to us 
we should be indulgent toward them, and in j 
the mantle of charity with the hand of felloy 
we are fresh upon the checkered pavement, and were not 
Participants in the strife, we should, with the greater degree 


of frankness, judge dispassionately; and, as far as possible, 
Without prejudice or hj 
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mpted ghich they collectively enjoyed by sient “thee NR 
inines rial a they should still continue to enjoy, and that no 
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iety, Masonry might be exposed to perpetual variatig 
pay paanla offectually destroy all the good effects fue 
haye hitherto resulted from its universality anq extended 
progress.” (See Preston’s Ilustrations, pp. 150, 4, 9 3, 
vol. 3, U. M. Library.) 

We need pursue the argument no further to show the 
manifest impropriety; the moral and Masonic Wrong of re. 
trospective enactments. We think that every right-minded 
man and Mason will agree with us in the view we haye 
taken, and as such compose the great majority of our breth- 
ren, may we not confidently hope, that they will unite with 
us in removing this stain from the escutcheon of New York 
Masonry, and thus open the door for a full and fraternal 
reconciliation of the difficulties that have too long disgraced 
and distracted this jurisdiction ? ‘ 

An apprehension seems to haye existed among our breth- 
ren in the rural districts, that the party we seek and desire 
to bring back to the fold, is mainly composed of Past Mas- 
ters, and that in restoring them to their privileges, the 
would in reality be yielding up the power they now hold to 
irresponsible hands and re-engraft upon the Fraternity all 
the evils they believe the act of 1849 to have banished. 

We hasten to correct this misapprehension, for it has not 
the slightest foundation in truth. A few facts will at once 
set the whole matter in its true light. At the June meet- 
ing in 1849, seventy-three lodges were represented ; of 
these less than ten were located in the city of New York, 
some of them it is true had a large number of Past Masters, 
but still not enough to prevent the vote of the Grand Lodge 
being given for the passage of the amendment that was to debar 
them of their rights in the future. 

Eight years have elapsed since then, and in the mutations 
of time and circumstances, removals from the jurisdiction 
and deaths, it is reasonable 


and best enabled 
he mustered, would not exceed sixty, or at most seventy. 


Communication of the Grand 
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York city, on every question of interest 


of BS, in oppositi Som, 

jt oNDRED AND yp VOTES, in opposition to Two nme 

ong; { pe . PHIRTY-THREB of those representing lo feet 

eae ae the city: i! 2 ie ee 

ar will need nO yery intricate calen ation to demonstrate 

= A the addition of SEVENTY vores to the city strength can 
i erwhelming power of the rural 


ab 4 
vail against the ov ning rura 
~ ae en mney choose to exercise it, even supposing it 


x One h 
dl ca eG unite the entire vote of the city upon one ques- 
ss ! 

f aerhe-ci - to gain but peace; they do not 
. et city ave er, bu me the whole family in this 
; Bi A aconic fellowship. 

| te in the bonds of Masoni ips ie ee 


he same? and why; 


- more in accor 
“ples, than attempts at diplomacy, 
of section’ domination over each other? f 
The time has gone b when good men are to be satisfied 
with the mere name of Masons, or to be kept in allegiance 
ed in a life-long chancery suit, an 
in spreading enmity and division between those among 
whom no contentions should ever exist. 
What evidences has the Grand Lodge given since 1849, 
that the true objects of the Order are kept in view, or even 
| understood by the brethren under its charge? Have we 
any asylum designed to receive, within its sheltering walls, 
| the aged and infirm brother, or the widow and the orphan, 
/ in the hour of their desolation? What noble pile can we 
point to and say. this was erected by the Fraternity, under 
the au ices of the Grand Lodge, as an enduring memento 
of its evotion to the cause? How much of the rich store 
[ literature, in existence, has the Grand Lodge 
i ubordinates, or collected and placed 
can have access for reference, as an. 
er attainment than mere proficiency 
ubordinate lodges have paid into 
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its treasury, since 1849, over Ninny THOUSAND DOLL, 1 
. «ge ARS, ole 
f this arge amount, a trifling per centage }; b rere 4 


ee 
in works of charity, some seven or eight thousan a dollars peal 
ave been invested, (as the nucleus of 9 future law suit) m: 
and the balance——? oyr disbursing officers have Properl’ Hoy 
accounted for their disposition of it, their books an votiae on 
crs are correct, and it is not in that respect that yw, inquire to t 
into the disposition which has been made of it, but rather and 
we invite you to reflect, and, in your minds, to Investigate, of j 
keeping Constantly your Masonic duty in View, and see of 


We may be permitted to remind you, that a reg 


pectable 
portion thereof has been paid for Counsel fees, 


ow, when public Opinion asks us, the question, “ Wrap 


that it unites men of every country, clime and opinion, and 
Conciliates true friendship among those who might other- 


thizes with the unfortunate, Compassionates their miseries, 
and endeavors to restore peace to their troubled minds; 


Brethren, j 
to elucidate it 
profession, shall 

‘that men who 


this, our theory, we are asked 
ice, to show the fruits of our 
the lamentable 
Who have faithful] d the ee 
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‘in prosperity, have been cast 


fact, that 
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out among the 
Be selves sae one, peoanye a new generation, thinking 
solemn contract, and, i he fathers, determined to ignore a 
requirements, trampled ie ge a camer pee 
many a PaTRIARcn, without Pion ae been oe i 
aa gone to the wall, and IcHasop bare eon weltien 
eae ee that had once known it; shall we point them 
Minted us ng spectacle of men bound together in a sacred 
of justice Ne summoning cach other before a court 
¢ , to engage in a sorry wrangle for the possession 
of a paltry sum of money? Shall we tell them that charity, 
the highest oe in our ladder, and which hopeth all things; 
endureth all things; is not puffed up; “ whose rosy wings 
are bathed in the golden sunlight of Heaven itself,” is but 
a name with us, since it forbids us to overlook the faults of 
our own tribe and kindred. and restrains us from the exer- 
cise of any feeling, but that of bitter and uncontrolable 
hatred to those who have once offended us? or shall we 
rather take counsel together how we shall get rid of our 
plague spot, of schism and disunion, that we may no longer 
blush, as we acknowledge that we have made no effort for a 
reconciliation or harmony between our practice and our 
theory. 

There is still another consideration. Shall we bequeath 
this unprofitable quarrel to our successors 2? The destinies 
of the Order are now committed to our keeping. We are 
the stewards of a mighty trust, and for the faithful dis- 
charge of our duties, those who are to come after us will 
hold our memories accountable. Let us reflect that we can- 
not impress on future minds the personal feelings we may 
individually entertain on the subject of our present differ- 
ences. If another generation is to be called to settle them, 
individuals will be lost sight of, and judgment will be ren- 
dered on the general value of the quarrel which is clearly 
not such an heir-loom as we should desire to hand down to 
sterity. We ought, therefore, not to be satisfied with a 

ative action, but we should, by positive exertion, 
tore New York to her former STATUS, and 
here and abroad, that we are 


the dignity and honor of our 
the benevolent principles of 
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The principle contended for by each party ' 
tually eeifeded: on the one hand by the toe nae ee 
tion of the “ Articles of Union,” reported to 
Lodge at its late session; on the other, by the 
an amendment to the Constitution, 
ters, who were such in 1849, and who 

standing, the right to vote. The real ma 
are, therefore, now removed, leaving 0 


are still i; 
tters of dj 
nly minor details, 
ve been Settled at 


In this connection, permit us to call your attention 
proposed amendments to the Constitution, offered by 
Bro. Evans, which received the affirmative yote of the 
Grand Lodge, and which, by special resolution thereof, you 
will be called upon to consider and vote upon before the 
close of the present year. 


There are two amendments proposed; the first restores 
to Past Masters, who were such 


M.W. 


e have already shown that as far ag the city of New 


York is concerned, the number of brethren thus restored is 
extremely limited i 


no exemption from the 
Cred Lodge will then be- 
n in the beginning, a strict- 
body. Why not, then, be just and 
and make the’ proposed amendments un- 
sions of the Grand Lodge being held 
it can hardly be supposed that 
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any but city Past “ 
present; ad as these nye, Sek Prior to 1848, wil be 
small, why make a restricti vids te COR ee ee 
for it seems to us that mites AY their manner of voting ; 
stored to their original ri ess they are unconditionally re- 
restoration at al ginal rights, there will be no acceptable 
arent fe MA a I, and our efforts must end in disappoint- 
puBH hothity 1 re the fullest scope, they can accom- 
the douhtry lode es the consent of the representatives of 

Negative the second proposed amendment, and, in our 
Opinion, you will remove the great stumbling block to a 
full and lasting union; but should you and your representa- 
tives persist in amending the Constitution as proposed, you 
will accomplish nothing more than the abstract acknowl- 
edgment of a principle. 

If the amendments are, as we presume, intended as a 
peace-offering, the considerations here advanced demon- 
strate that they will fail in the accomplishment of the effect 
intended. 

It is agreed on every hand, that in this country every 
man has a right to his own opinion. Now, suppose a lodge to 
have two Past Masters present ata session; unless they can 
agree they have no vote, and would, to all intents and pur- 
poses, remain in the same position as at present, debarred 
of their ancient prerogatives. The law would be a practi- 
cal nonentity, a species of legislative quibbling, unworthy 

of the Grand Lodge and the craft in this state, and hence 

nothing practical would be accomplished by its enactment 

in its present shape. The power of correction lies with 

ou, brethren; the proposed amendments will come before 
your several lodges, and you will individually have an op- 
ortunity of expressing your opinions, and giving them 
egal form, by your votes. This plain duty you cannot re- 
fuse to discharge, nor should you attempt, to quiet your 
consciences by leaving the whole responsibility with the 
Grand Lodge. That distinguished body is far from infalli- 
ble, and at best is but the representative of your sover- 
eignty. The real power lies in the craft; for, without 
m, there could be no Grand Lodge, and the craft is mor- 
: : et exercise of the functions it 

You 
iA 


- a 3 bs = >, 
cannot allow the interests 
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of the Grand Lodge to be separate , 
you do, confusion ead ae ant be the result. a tonatt 
then, upon every brother in ti ne jurisdiction, i 
coeiier upon this question, and to act With Perea Mia 
conscientious discharge of duty, and the magnitude of the 
interests involved, both in the present and the 

The legislation of the Grand Lodge, 1 
state, to be effective, must represent the w: 
ests of those legislated for, and you can gi 
tion, by a careful examination of the ques 

Finally, brethren, we invite your atte 
that a very large majority of the lodges 

the city of New York and vicinity, are d 

of peace. Dwelling, as they do, in the ve 

difficulties; meeting them at every turn i 

satisfied that the quarrel originated in car 

ing, and that it has existed much too long; ashamed of the 
stigma resting on our good name, and the suspicious in- 

quiries directed to us when we go abroad; ashamed that a 


men in half a day, should go on from year to year, entail- 
ing large and needless expenses, and increasing the difficul- 


sought the means of avoiding the difficulties presented in 


We present the result of our 
efforts in the annexed Proposep Taras o- Unioy, and ask 


for them your fraternal consideration and co-operation. 


PROPOSITIONS TO SERVE AS A BASIS oF UNION. 


1. To amend the Constitution by striking out § 90, and 
inserting the following in its place: 


§ 90. The Grand Lodge shall be composed of all the 
Grand Officers and of all such Past Grand Masters, Deputy 
Grand Masters, Past Grand Wardens, Past Grand Secre- 

ea 


taries 
elects 
office 
ly ap 
of al 
as sh 
year 
and | 


2. 
and. ¢ 
the ¢ 
perse 
store 
that 
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taries and Past ¢. 
elected, and ore sci Treasurers as shal 
ices; of the Masters, Wy pes year in 
¥ appoint ) rdens or Ry ‘ 

“A Pp ane is at the lodges under this eles lege 
as shall have been eee ai ree jnrsiction 
year in the chair as Mate installed, and have’ served one 
and who were in good standing i ee 

2. That all Bri ing at that time. 
and, expulsions, Eacug outit th Berta lata 
the difficulti of the transactions known as 
Sivas Culties of 1849, shall be rescinded; and all such 
he as may have been 80 suspended or expelled, be re- 

red to the rights and privileges of Masonry—provided. 
that such persons shall, upon the ratification of th 
positions, give up their organization, and setiimn to id 
perme foe from which they have been so long 

ged. 

3. Upon such ret: d th i i 
the elective eiieerss oF the Greed Ee oe which 
Mordecai Myers lately presided. and over which 
now presides, shall be acknowledged as Past Grand Officers 
of this Grand Lodge, and their lodges shall be deemed 
regular lodges, and placed upon our registry. 


4. All minor subjects of difference, as the law-suit; 
finances; properties, &c., shall be referred to a committee 
of ten, with power, consisting of five from each party, for 
final and amicable adjustment. 

On motion, the address and plan of union were unani- 
mously adopted, and four thousand copies ordered to be 

rinted and distributed throughout this state, under the 
Ettection of the committee. 


On motion, the Convention adjourned, subject to the 


its officers. 
7 ki te WM. GURNEY, President. 
JNO. J. TINDALE, V. President. 


I have been dul 
their respective 


